of Education
and Research

UNIVERSITY

i I Faderal Ministry
OF GHANA

——

INCREASING WOMEN'S POLITICAL PRESENCE IN WEST AFRICA
Final Conference by MIASA’s Interdisciplinary Fellow Group 8

ABOUT MIASA'S INTERDISCIPLINARY FELLOW GROUP &

In Africa, significant regional disparities in women's presence in political office exist, with
West Africa lagging behind East and Southern Africa. This is despite women's substantial
participation in politics in precolonial and colonial periods. Postcolonial West Africa
experienced military rule and conflict, creating negative legacies but also some
opportunities via disruptions to gender relations. Following democratic transitions in recent
decades, the landscape has changed dramatically with Senegal adopting a gender parity law
for the National Assembly, but other countries like Nigeria remaining at the bottom of
women's representation in parliament. Regardless of numerical representation in political
offices across West Africa, women have significant political presence across the region with
pre-independence precedents. This research aims to investigate the history and possibilities
across West Africa for women's increased presence in politics, focusing on breakthroughs
in political office, the political influence of women merchants, women building religious
organizations and transatlantic alliances, as well as the life trajectories that cross these
categories-moving from business and religion to political office and transnational organizing.

Keynote Speaker:
AYISHA OSORI (Open Society Foundation)

on Women's Political Power in West Africa
and the Global Context of Democracy and
its Discontents: The Nigeria Case

- Auditorium of the Centre for Biodiversity
Conservation Research, University of Ghana & Via Zoom

https://www.ug.edu.gh/mias-africa/events/workshop/conference-IFG8
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